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- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This Action is in response to Application Number 10/016498 received on 
01 November 2001. 

2. Claims 1 -1 0 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Mann et al. (U.S. Patent Number6,298,341) in view of Schneider (U.S. 
Patent Number 6,678,717). 

1 . Regarding claim 1 , Mann discloses a domain name registry system 
comprising: 

a registry management system, having access to a registry database, the 
registry database containing a current registration record for a domain name, the 
current registration record having an expiration date (Mann, col. 3, lines 50-55, 
col. 5, last paragraph, Mann teaches remote databases containing domain name 
information and being maintained by InterNIC); 
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an acquisition database containing an acquisition request from a specific 
registrar to acquire the domain name as soon as practicable following the 
expiration date and preceding the public delete notification (Mann, Fig. 1,110, 
col. 4, lines 33-35, col. 5, lines 11-15, Mann teaches an acquisition database 
sending requests to check availability of domain names against the registry 
database); and 

an acquisition engine to receive from the registry management system a 
pending delete notification, the pending delete notification preceding the public 
delete notification, to access the acquisition request from the acquisition 
database, and to request the registry management system to add the new 
registration for the specific registrar (Mann, col. 6, lines 5-15, lines 40-55, Mann 
teaches after finding that the domain name is available from the registry 
database, the user registers the domain name through the specific registrar). 

However, Mann does not explicitly state wherein the registry management 
system has access to manage registration records according to an expiration 
date. 

In an analogous art of registering domain names, Schneider discloses a 
registry database including entries for time and expiration date (col. 14, lines 10- 
15). By Schneider disclosing the registry system containing an expiration date, it 
would have been obvious to one in the ordinary skill at the time of the invention 
to combine the system of Mann and Schneider to produce a registry system 
wherein the registry management system has access to update registration 
records by expiration date for the benefit of allowing the transfer or renewel of 
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domain names once the length of purchase time is up (Schneider, col. 14, lines 
15-20), allowing automatic domain name selection and registration and/or 
transfer processes (Mann, col. 2, lines 20-25). 

2. Regarding claims 2 and 3, Mann and Schneider teach the limitations, 
substantially as claimed, as described in claim 1, including an acquisition front 
end to receive the acquisition request from the specific registrar and to store the 
acquisition request in the acquisition database, wherein the acquisition front end 
is a Web server, and further comprising a Web page hosted by the Web server to 
receive the acquisition request from the specific registrar (Mann, col. 3, lines 55- 
60, col. 4, lines 25-30, and col. 5, lines 10-20, Mann teaches wherein a user 
accesses a web site for domain name generation, wherein the acquisition 
database stores all domain requests, registration and transfer of domain names). 

3. The limitations of claims 4 and 5 are covered in the rejections of claim 1-3. 
Therefore claims 4 and 5 are rejected by the same art used in the rejections of 
claims 1-3. 

4. Claims 6-8 recite a method with the same limitations as the system of 
claims 1-3. Therefore claims 6-8 are rejected by the same art used in the 
rejections of claims 1-3. 
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5. Claims 9-10 recite a metliod with the same limitations as the system of 
claims 1-3. Therefore claims 6-8 are rejected by the same art used in the 
rejections of claims 1-3. 

Examiner Remarks 

6. Regarding the above rejection of claim 1 , Examiner would like to point out 
that it is inherent that a database includes an expiration date to manage records 
of data, whether it is deleting or adding new records. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to J. Bret Dennison whose telephone number is 
(703)305-8756. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, David A Wiley can be reached on (703)308-5221 . The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
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system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 



J. Bret Dennison 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2143 




